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Language and Identity Reflection
Language refers to the means that people express their opinions, ideas, and beliefs and as a form of communication. As such, language is considered an important tool in communication. However, sociolinguists have claimed that language can be associated with an individual’s identity. This means that people can use language to portray their similarities and differences in gender, sexual orientation, profession, social standing, or even residence. In understanding this relationship, one must understand that language does not define an individual’s identity, but instead, it helps in expressing the identity as perceived by the speaker.
People use words or features of dialects to express and portray a certain identity that they want to be associated with the society. As depicted in the movie “Clueless,” through the main characters, Cher and Dionne, language has been used to showcase the different worlds that the two girls belong to. The language they use reflects their identities. The film is set in San Fernando Valley in California, and from the two girls, Cher and Dionne, the language they use to reflect their social identities.
The use of words such as “like” and “all,” as used in the film, reflects how the two girls try to identify with the teenagers of the 90s. Even though they are from a well-established family, Cher and Dionne struggle to deal with the adolescence and hardships of being educated, rich, and beautiful. Language, therefore, does not define identity, but it helps people to express their perceived identity. Using language to communicate with a family member or someone close may elicit the feeling of endearment. Therefore when Cher makes her presentation in class, and she keeps using the phrases “like” almost everywhere in her speech, which elicits the feeling of belonging with the group of teenagers in class. Therefore, the use of language can help in creating a unifying factor among a group of people. 
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